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The focus of our bi-annual staff training was Evangelism. 
It was challenging, thought provoking, encouraging and 
exciting. The seismic shifts in culture over the last decade 
has created a need to reevaluate 
how we approach evangelism – 
not the message, which remains 
the same Good News, but the 
manner of our evangelism. How 
do we reach people who are no 
longer sure that truth exists? Or 
even whether life itself is 
valuable? Yet, they are also a 
people desperate for the hope and peace that is eluding 
everyone they know. They don’t want programs and they 
don’t want easy platitudes. This staff training helped us 
to evaluate our methods as an organization. Even more 
so, we found it extremely helpful as we press on with the 
work we are doing. It helped us clarify our vision and 

Lisa will begin editing and 
formatting some of the new 
Unshakable Truths lesson plans 
that Nick is currently writing. We 
are hoping this will speed up the 
process. This will definitely 
increase her workload though. 

August 2019 

What’s happening now? 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. – 
Ephesians 2:10 

Later this month Nick and 
Duane Zook are traveling to meet 
with the president of a Christian 
university to discuss how they 
can partner together with 
Apologetics students to write, 
print and distribute our 
curriculums. 
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A new command I give to you, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you are to love one another. 
- John13:34 

2 

 
 

2

purpose for what we are doing. 

Steve Sellers, the US Director of 
Cru reminded us that Jesus is our 
passion. We are defined by our 
calling but Jesus must always be 
our passion. Often the work we do 
day to day can seem 
overwhelming but we must 
always live in a tension between 
our work and passion. The 

tension isn’t the problem though. How we respond to it is 
the problem. We live in a culture of outrage that pushes 
people apart. Jesus calls us to an outrageous love that 
pulls people together. Jesus understood that love among 
his twelve followers was going to be hard but was also 
necessary to fulfilling His purpose for them. Loving their 
(new) neighbors was going to require a radical new 
mindset. God is not raising up celebrities. He’s raising up 
servants. Meekness and weakness are not synonyms.   

While we were in Colorado, Nick 
was able to meet with ministry 
leaders from Eastern Europe, 
Asia, the Middle East, and 
Central America and the 
Islands. He was able to give 
them copies of lessons he is 
working on. He also gave them 

outlines for the entire first curriculum and Josh’s books it 
is based upon. Their insights and enthusiasm spurs us 
onward. Their stories tear at our 
hearts and encourage us to press 
in to bring the work to 
completion and into their hands. 
The need is so desperate and 
there is no time to waste. Some 
of these faithful workers are 
putting their lives in danger 
every day to share the Good News and to teach others how 
to defend and share their faith. They are feeling the doors 
of opportunity beginning to swing closed. Even so, their joy 
and enthusiasm is inspiring and contagious.  

We were super excited to have 
three of Nick’s brothers come to 
celebrate his 60th birthday in July. 
Emily surprised her dad by flying 
in for the weekend as well. We had 
a fun ice cream party with friends 
and a fancy restaurant dinner with 
family. We finished off the 
weekend with a visit to the 
Arboretum and a chocolate piñata 
filled with fruit and treats. We all 
pitched in and bought Nick a 
grandfather clock that he wanted. 
It seemed appropriate for a 60th 
birthday! 

Nick’s birthday 

Emily has begun her senior 
year at John Brown 
University. She is serving on 
the Honors Council and 
writing her senior economics 
project.  

Katie is doing well in Tyler 
and enjoying her new work. 
She bought her first car this 
week and is really enjoying 
the security of not worrying 
about it breaking down.  
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Kelly is the young woman 
who has been living with us 
for the last year. She will be 
moving into her very first 
independent housing. She is 
very nervous and would 
appreciate your prayers.  
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